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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Dear Sir: 

Applicants present the instant Preliminary Amendment for entry and consideration in order to 
place the instant continuation application in better condition for examination on its merits and for 
allowance. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any fee due, or credit any overcharge, as a result of 
this Preliminary Amendment to Deposit Account No. 03-1935. 
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Please amend the above-identified patent application, without prejudice, as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS: 

Amend claims 3-1 1 by replacement as follows: 

3. (amended) A composition according to claim 1 in which the polymer (b) has intrinsic viscosity of 
from9to12dl/g. 

4. (amended) A composition according to claim 1 in which the polymer (b) is formed from water- 
soluble monomer or monomer blend comprising at least 50 wt.% anionic monomer. 

5. (amended) A composition according to claim 1 in which the polymer (b) is formed from water- 
soluble monomer blend comprising from 60 to 80 wt.% anionic monomer and from 40 to 20 wt.% 
non-ionic monomer. 

6. (amended) A composition according to claim 1 in which the polymer (b) is a copolymer of 
acrylamide with an alkali metal salt of acrylic acid. 

7. (amended) A composition according to claim 1 in which the polymer (b) is present in an amount 
of from 2 to 5 wt.%. 

8. (amended) A composition according to claim 1 in which the fertiliser (a) is present in an amount of 
from 20 to 60 wt.%. 

9. (amended) A composition according to claim 1 which has a viscosity of not more than 4,000 cps. 

10. (amended) A composition according to claim 1 which has a viscosity of from 200 to 500 cps. 

1 1 . (amended) A composition according to claim 1 in which the polymer (b) has been added to the 
composition in the form of a powder. 

Cancel claims 12-16. 
Insert new claim 1 7 as follows: 
1 7. (new) A composition according to claim 9 which has a viscosity of not more than 1,000 cps. 
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Remarks 



Upon entry of the instant Preliminary Amendment, claims 1 -1 1 and 1 7 are pending. Claims 
12-16 have been canceled. Multiple dependencies have been eliminated from claims 3-11 without 
prejudice to the filing of claims directed to such subject matter in this or a subsequent application. 
New claim 1 7 is based on the preferred element eliminated from claim 9. The amendments are 
primarily a matter of form. No new matter has been added. 

In view of the foregoing amendments, Applicants aver that the instant claims are now in 
better condition for examination on the merits. Early favorable action is respectfully solicited. If 
minor amendments will further prosecution, Applicants request that the Examiner contact the 
undersigned representative. 



Respectfully submitted 



Ciba Specialty Chemicals Corporation 
540 White Plains Road 
P.O. Box 2005 

Tarrytown, New York 10591-9005 
Tel: 914-785-7124 
Fax:914-785-7102 
DRC/ 




Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 37,300 
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Amended Claims with Mark-Ups 

3. (amended) A composition according to claim 1 or claim 2 in which the polymer (b) has 
intrinsic viscosity of from 9 to 12 dl/g. 

4. (amended) A composition according to any pr e ceding claim 1_in which the polymer (b) is 
formed from water-soluble monomer or monomer blend comprising at least 50 wt.% anionic 
monomer. 

5. (amended) A composition according to any preceding claim Ijn which the polymer (b) is 
formed from water-soluble monomer blend comprising from 60 to 80 wt.% anionic monomer 
and from 40 to 20 wt.% non-ionic monomer. 

6. (amended) A composition according to any preceding claim 1_in which the polymer (b) is a 
copolymer of acrylamide with an alkali metal salt of acrylic acid. 

7. (amended) A composition according to any preceding claim Ijn which the polymer (b) is 
present in an amount of from 2 to 5 wt.%. 

8. (amended) A composition according to any pr o c o ding claim 1_in which the fertiliser (a) is 
present in an amount of from 20 to 60 wt.%. 

9. (amended) A composition according to any pr o c o ding claim Iwhich has a viscosity of not 
more than 4,000 cps , pr o f o rably not moro than 1 ,000 cps . 

10. (amended) A composition according to any procoding claim 1_which has a viscosity of 
from 200 to 500 cps. 

11. (amended) A composition according to any pr o c o ding claim Ijn which the polymer (b) 
has been added to the composition in the form of a powder. 

4* A soil tr o atmont process comprising irrigating an aroa of soil with wat o r to wh i ch has 
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boon addod an aqueous ooi l treatment composition as d o fin o d in claim 1. 

— A proc e s s a cc o r d ing to claim 12 in which th o irr i gation is by furrow irrigation, drip 
irrigation or spray irrigation. 

44= — A proc e ss according to claim 12 in which wator is pumped through f o od ducting and a 
mixing zone to a spray manifold supplying one or mor e spraying d e vices by which th o wat o r is 
sprayed ont o a crop area and th o aqu e ous so i l treatm e nt composition is m o tored into tho 
wat e r at or befor e the mixing zono. 

4& — A method for th e production of an aqu e ous soil tr e atm e nt composition as defined in 
claim 1 comprising providing an aquoous solution of f e rtilis e r (a) and mixing with it polymer 
(b) in powder form. 

16. A process according to claim 12 or a m e thod according to claim 15 in which the aqueous 
soil treatment composition has any of the addit i onal f e atur e s of claims 2 to 10. 

17. (new) A composition according to claim 9 which has a viscosity of not more than 1,000 
cps. 
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